ancient peoples, of great kingdoms and empires, and of
romantic histories. It has been the home of learning before
Rome was; it was old and highly cultured when Alexander
of Macedon came out of Persia. It has every climate in the
world within its area, and can grow all the fruits of the earth,
between those 29,000 feet of Everest and its seas. In some
parts it has a yearly rainfall of 500 inches, in others but 6.
On the west is a great wall of plateau edge that faces the
sea, and from that edge vast plains slowly fall away to the
deltas and flats of the eastern snow-fed rivers. The great
rivers, the Ganges and the Indus, and their tributaries carry
a large sailing marine of country boats, and before the
railways came carried numerous steamers. Down in the
south, the lands break into great mountains of good rain-
fall and cool winds, and there grow tea and coffee, and there
too gold is mined.

In the romantic country north of Central India the
deserts, rugged raw-red hills, and fertile oases of Rajputana
hold sway. The Punjab is a great and often arid plain,
through which the Panj-ab, the five waters, the funf avon,
bring down the snows of the Himalaya, now spread over the
lands by the astounding irrigation systems of the British
engineers. The Ganges and its tributaries flow for hundreds
of miles through fertile arable lands, rich also with the
waters and silts of the Himalayas. Under this great wall,
which forms the north-eastern boundaries, the submontane
tracts grow again the teas and fruits of the more temperate
zones. Here are scattered those pleasant retreats that the
Europeans first built to escape from the summer heat, and
which the Indian has now learnt to appreciate. The southern
seasons are always warm and often moist, the centres have
a pleasant winter and a hot summer tempered by an early
rainy season. The north has a magnificent winter with
frosts and cold nights, and a scorching long summer to make
up for it, with a rainy season that is late in coming, and
brings little, if any, amelioration of temperature. But the
north breeds men, and some contemptuous North Indian folk